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Lhe Subſtance of a Sermon, 


Preached at the Interment of 
M” Elizabeth Bell, &c. 


Eccleſ. 12. 1. Remember thy Creator in the Days of thy Youth, while 
the Evil Days come mot. 


Aint Paul, who knew by experience the great diſadvan- 
tage of loſing the Prime of our Age in the ways of Sin, 
commands 7 #5 to uſe his »tmoſt endeavours, to per» 
ſwade Men to an early Pziety, betimes to mind the beſt 
things, and leada Life becoming the Goſpel of Chriſt, 

ſaying : Towng men exhort to be ſober minded ; (Tit. 2. 6.) uſing 
ſuch a word, L 9%" ] as implys a continval Conſultation 
with a Man's felt, for the due government or well-ordering of 
his whole Courſe, that Wiſdom, Vertue, Religion, and Piety, 
may ſhine forth in all his words, Ma og ations ; or prevail 
upon him, (as the Apoſtle expreſſeth it) To deny all Ungodlineſs 
and Worldly Luſt, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godlily in this 
World. (Ver. 12.) An Exhortation, or Caution, not unlike 
this of the Wiſe Man's : Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy Youth, while the Evil days come not, And indeed Touth have 
need, great need to be often thus admoniſhed ; for the ſooner 
Satan takes polleſſion of any Soul, and the longer he keeps it, 
the harder 'tis to diſpoſſeſs and caſt him out ; which makes him 
ſo diligent and deſirous to corrupe Touth, and to ſteal away'the 
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bearts of young Perſons, from their Maker ; hoping, that if he 
be firſt ſerved by them, he ſhall at /aft ſerve himſelf upon 
them : Therefore, if any Motive, if any Wile, Stratagem, or 
Argument will prevail, he will ſee that (halt not be wanting. 
He will watch, and wait all opportunities and occaſions, 
make large and fair promiſes of Profit, Honour, and Plea- 
{ure : and allures them to /maller Sins firſt, thereby ' making 
way for Temptations to greater; ſticks not to alledge and 
pervert the very Word of God, to draw them to, and encou- 
rage them m a Jicentious Courſe, or ſinful Liberty, faying : 
Gov himſelf makes an allowance for your Years. Rejoice, 
O Tonng-man, in thy Touth , and let thine Heart cheer thee in 
the dayes of thy Youth : walk in the Fehr of thine Eyes., and in 
zhe ways of thine own Heart, As it God gave young Perſons 
'a Liberty to Sin : But in the mean time conceals from them 
the followings Memento of the Wiſe-man ; But know, that for 
all theſe things God will bring thee to Judgment ; Eccleſ. 1. 9. 
And therefore "Remember now thy Creator in the dayes of thy 0h, 

From which-words , two things offer themſelves to our 
eonſlideration ; ( 7s.) 


t. There is in Towag Perſons a proneſs: to forget their 
Creator, and their Duty towards Him. 


2. That Gop requires and Jooks for Service from young 
Perſons. Ofeach of theſe, I ſhall ſpeak ſomewhat 
briefly. 

Prep. IT Here is in Toure Perſons a natural proneſs to forget 

their Creator, and their Duty towards Him. 

This appears by the Advice frequently given in Scriptere, to, 

. and concerning Touth ;, ſometimes by Solomon, who ſpeaking 

| to Parents and Governovurs, adviſeth, that they Train up Children 

in the way they ſhould go, (the way of Piety and Religion,) and 


whes .. 


UN 


= 


LIMI 


CRY 
"when they are Ola, they will not depart from it. For Toung Ones 


like new Veſſels, long retain the reliſh'of thoſe 

Principles or TaftruRtions, that are firſt poured , 2» ſer! eff 
into them. Sometimes-again the Wiſe-man di- OTIS 
recting his Diſcourſe to young Ones themſelves, ,p,;* 
faith, My Son, be wiſe, hear Inſtruttion, and incline 

thine eaf to Under ſtanding : my Son, if Sinners entice thee, conſent 
thou not ; Prov. 1. 10. Seek Wiſdom, and lift up thy voice for Un- 
aer ſtanding ; Chap. 2.and 3. Seek her as Silver : dig for her as 
for hid Treaſure : ſhe is more precious than Rubies ; all things 
thou canft deſire, are not to be compared to her ; length of days 
arein her Right Hand, and in her Left Hand Riches and Honour. 
And inthe Text he counſels thee to Remember thy Creator in the 
aays of thy Touth ; That is, Be mindful of thy Duty towards him ; 
Shun and avoid with all thy care, the Sins, the V aces, and Vani- 
ties of this Age,and devote thy ſelf to God by an Early Repentance, 


and an Holy Life. Tn-like manner Davia calls upon Young-men 


and Maidens to praiſe the Lord, or to live his praiſes, P/al. 148. 
12. And'St. P-exhorts young perſons to be bar-ninded, Tit. 
2.6, Which implys Evangelical afteCtions, or an holy frame and 
temper of mind, 

Now, I ſay, ſuch frequent Exercttations and Calls, as theſe, 
to young perſonsinthe Word of God, does imply a proneſs in them 
to. forger God, and their Duty to Him, in their Towth, to be re- 
g ardleſs and unminaful of Religion, and the ſerious praffice of it. 
Yea; and Caily experience gives us but too ſad a proof of the 
Truth of this. Look abroad into the World : conſider the geze- 
rality of our Tonth in this Age, what'they are, what manner of 
Lives they. lead, how vain, lewd; and Yebauched the moſt are in 
their Converſation ; how rare it is to find ove amongſt many that is 
{olid, ſober, and religiows, that makes real Conſcience of avoiding all 


known Sin, and of performing Holy Dyries, or of exerciſing _ 
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ſelf to Godlineſs, as becomes oy Chriftian Profe//iov. Nay, do not 
many of them walk, and a7, and #a/k more like Atheifts, or Infi- 
aels, than Chriſtians, as if they believed no future Stafe,no Judg- 
meat, no Puniſhment, or Reward to come 2. And what '1s the 
ground of all this irrelig/op and prophaneſs, but an utter forgetful 
neſs of the God that ade them, and will {b5rtly judge them? A 
torgetfulneſs of their own Mortality, and approaching Difloln- 
tion, which (when ever it comes} will Rake them as happy as 
Angels, or as miſerable as Devils, for ever ?. I know (Toung men) 
you have ſometimes ſome Convitions wroughtin you by theWord 
of God, and thereupon promile fair, talk of returning to God,and 
of forſaking your youthful Luſts and Vanities, yet ſet not about 
this great and weedfu! 1I/ork in good earneſt ; but this your- gaod- 
nels is as the Morning-Clond, and early Dew, which quickly 
alleth away. Sirs, as in the Preſence of God, ask your Con- 
Ciences it this benot Tr#19. Do you not alwaties find ſomething 
1n your hearts ready to ſtifleall your purpoles and promiſes of Re- 
pentance and Amendient of Lite, ſo that you are delaying from 
this day to another, and {till delaying, hoping for a time at laſt : 
till God take you away with his ſtroak : till youdrop into your 
Graves, and all your thoughts periſh? And whatis the reaſon of 
this procraſtination,but an Oblivion of your Creator ? Theſooner 
you repert andare pardoped, Is it not thebetter ? The ſooner you 
are reconciled to God, arg in the way to Heaven, and obtain a well- 
rrounded Hope ofGods faving-love in Chriſt to your Souls,Is it 
not the better ? What is the ground then of your delay to be rel/- 
£#0u:,0f your forgerfulneſs of God, and of your Duty to him.and 

your own Souls? Why, | 
1. Solomo;:tells you, one Reaſon is Sloth and Tdleneſs : (Prov. 
6.10.) Youare loath to þuckle to the Yoke of Gods Command- 
ments ; you look upon him as an hard 3[after ; account his ways 
ro9 {tri ft and holy ; his InjunAions and Inftiutions unreaſonable 
and 
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and grievous, and ſoare ainwilliee to ſubmit and conferm to them; 

2. Another may be exceſſive Love to youthful Luſts and Plea- 
fares ; Theſe ſtoln Waters are ſweet to your Souls ; fo that tho? 
you hear your Sins Reproved, and think of forſaking them, yet 
(God knows) thar's all, you do but think of it : for your immodtrate 
love to, and delight in them, obſtrutts your doing it. 

. Confidence of long Life, and that you have time enough 
ore you, and Repentance hereafter will doas well as xow. God; 
upon true Repentance, forgives all ; Let the Wicked forſake his 
way, and the Unrighteoms man his thoughts, and turn unto the Lord, 
he will have Mercy npon him : and to our God, He will abundazxtly 
pardon ; Iſa. 55. 7. Thisis Gods promile, and it holds good to the 
Oldas wellas Fowng Penitent or Convert. Since therefore my 
Sins May be pardoned, and my Eternal State ſecured by repeating 
any time beforeT dye, as well as now, why ſhould I imbitter my 
outhful days with the unpleaſant /everities of Religion, and 
owr acts of Repentance and Mortification? Not1I; Old Age ſuits 
melancholly and ſorrow much better than Touth ; then I may hear- 
ken to your Advice, but not before. 

4. The many Eſcapes that young perſons have from Dangers and 
dangerous Sickneſſes, Nature is ſtrong and vigorow in them, and 
they wadethrough all : and when the Daxger is over, they forget 
the vows and promiſes their Lips have made 1n the day of their di- 
ſtreſs : and that Reformation and Holineſs which they were ſo 
forward to put on and engage in, intheir Adverſity, they areas ready 
to forget and put offagain inthe day of their proſperity. Well,bur 
remember what Sc/omon ſaith here : The Evil days will 'come'; 
Sickneſs and Death will come, and how ſoon you know not. You 
have here an Example betore your Eyes, that Death lays his col4 
hand upon Youth ; And daily experiencetells you, that 'For One 


that dyes in-his O/d Age, there are Hundreds dye in their Youth'; 


therefore, ſaith he, Now iz thy Youth, remember thy Creator, while 
the Evil days come wot: Andthis brings me to tlie. ſecond Obſer- 
vable:in theſe words, Namely ; Prop, 
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'Prop. 1I. Hat. God cxpeyts and looks for Serv;cefrom young : 
Ja 


perſons : That theſe ſhould ſet their Hearts and 
AﬀeCtions upon Him, honour, glorihe, and ferve Him, by doin 
bis W111, and keeping his Commaxaments; for. ſothis Phraſe (Re; 
member thy Creatox) unports Aﬀ4ection, Practice, Love, and! Obe- 
dience. That of Moſes may ferve'tor a Comment upon this Text 
of Solomon ;, Beware that thou forget not. the Lord thy God, in. not 
keeping his Commandments, his Judgments, and his Statutes, which T 
command thee this day. (Dent. 8. 1x.) Mark Sirs, to Remember thy 
Creator then, is, to keep his Statutes, and to obey his Command- 
ments, and'that in your Youth, whilſt all the Powers and Facul- 
ties of thy Body and Soulare frog, attive, and vigorous, and moſt 
fit for his Service. Under the Law, God called for the firf Fruts, 
and for the Fir/tling of the Flock ; the Goſpel of it,is this : That ſo 
ſoon as we come to years of wwaerſtand/nz, tg dilpole of our hearts 
and affetions,we ſhould .ofter them firft toGod.And you have many 
Examples ofthis in Scripture ;. Foſtah,at Eight years old,did that 
which was right in the ſight of God ; Samuel! heard and obeyed 


Gods Voice when a Child ; Timothy, of a Child, knew the Scrip- 


tures; And the Children ofthe Eleft Lady were found walking in 
the Truth, (2. Epiltle of St. John.) And why may TI not propound 
to your imitation, this yowng Gentlewoman, (not full 17. years of 
Age) whole Remains lye yet before you, who (doubtleſs) Remem- 
bred her Creator, and had a Senſe of God, and of Religion, upon 
her mind in her Youth ? I confefs, I knew her notin her life ; but 
being twice with her-1n her /aft Sickneſs, T perceived that,in her 
(that /trong love to God, thoſe vehement delires after Him, and 
unuſual conſolations from Him, to her Soul, before Death) as 
wrought in me a per/waſion, that ſhe waiked with God in her life ; 
Her /weet and /zward peace of Conſcience, her hearty and holy Ejacu- 


lations, her pioxs and Heavenly, Diſcourſe, her freedom from' the' 


fears of Death, her contemp# of this Life and World, andall the Va- 
nities of it, her imbatzent loxzimgs to depart, and to be with Chriſt 


(1n- 
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(inſomuch, that ſhe begged of me .not to pray-for her-/ife or recove- 
ry,) that-ſhe might exjoy him more fully in Glory ; 1 lay,thele are rare 
to be ſound ina prey. ſo young ;0rin any indeed, but thole who 
have kept up a clole Communion with God, and have walked in 
Chriſt, as they have received him. And it that ſaying be true, 
Qualis vita, fizis ita; As ts the life, fo # the death; we may believe her 
Lite was Hoty, whoſe End was ſo Heavenly, joyous,8& full of comfort ; 
and conſequently, that ſhe is arrived at the Haven of all Joy and 
Felicity, in the Morzing of her Age. O what a ſupport mult this 
needs be to you,who bewail her /oſs,or rather the loſs of ber.! tor your 
loſs is her gain'\ And, © thatall you-young Oxes, who knew her,would 
follow her in thiggto Remember your Creator in the days of your youth | 
Conlidering, That, 

1, 'Tis moſt reaſonable, That He who made you, ſhould be firf 
ſerved by you ; thatall theatteQions and motions of your hearts and 
minds, all the works and ations of your lives ſhould be primarily 
towards Him, in whom you live, move, and have your Beings, the 
Father and Fountain ofall your Merctes in this Life, and whole /ove 
in Chriſt Jeſus is the ly Foundation of Hope, tor Mercy and Glory 
in the Life to- come. 

2. The time-of Youth is the moſt ſeaſonable time for Gods Service; 
you lolethe beſt ar of your life,if you loſe yourTonth; Optima queg; 
zow you are molt capable ofany thing that is good: molt djes miſeris moy- 
capable of divine Inftruttions,of performing holy Duties,of talibus ew4 pri- 
keeping Gods Commanaments,and of charging what- 14 Figit.---- 
ever is incumbent upon you inyour Chriſtan Calling. Remember 
this, young-men,if you forget God, and neglect your Duty towards 
God zow, you can't imagine what an hard matter you will find it to 
buckleto the Yoke,and ſuſtain the burthen of a Goſpe/-Obedience,and 
to fame your lives to godlinels hereafter. If Chriſts, Y oke-beeaſie, 
and his burthen light, it is ſo to them who hear it in-their Youth. If 
you are Satan's Scholars young, you will be his Souldiers when you 
ate-old; if you follow him zow, you will tight for him 7hex. For tho? 


you now think it an eaſte matter to repent, that *is in your own 
| B power 


power, and you canforſake your Sins,change your Courſe,and be- 
come yxew Creatures at your pleafare : yet let metell you, this is only 
a Diabolical Delufron: you will (when you come to't) find it very 
difficult, and next to impoſſible ; oft Read thar of the: Prophet : Cax 
#he A#thiopian change his Skim, &y the Leopard his Spots ? Then may you 
who are accnflomed to db Evil, tearn to dowell. Jer. 1 3. 23. Here God 
ſufficiently declares the difficulty ofit,as caſieas the Temprer makes 
it ; And whom will you believe, God or the Devil, the Author of 
all Truth, or the Father of all Lyes ? . Again, | 

2. The time of Touth1s the moſt acceptable time ; the Service you 
»ow do for God, is the moſt pleaſing. Whar the Apoſtle faith of the 
day of Grace,in reſpeCt to God, that mayT ſay of the day of Youth: 
Behold, now is the accepted time, The Evening or Noon-tide of thine Age 
7n14y be; but to be ſure the Morning will be accepted. Now to ſeek 
the Kingdom, of God, and His Righteouſneſs, before Saran and the 
World have caprivated your afteftions, & raviſhedaway your hearts 
ro Yin and Vanity : now to:dedicate them to God by an Early Piery, 
and the Power of godlineſs, will be as a reaſonable, ſo an accepta- 
ble Sacrifice or Service; (Rom.-12. 1,2.) And this you may be ſure 
of ; the rather, becauſe God calls for, and commatids it in theText, 
faying, Remember wow thy Creator in the days of thy youth.O then Sirs, 
if God requiresand expeRts Servicetrom you, *tis high Diſobedience 
in you todeny it ; yea, and prodigious Folly in you to. refuſe er 
delay it, God commands,his Spirit ftrives,and his Miniſters intreat ; 
but young Oxes will nothearken, they will not obey, they will not 
learn to fear an Oath, to flee the impurities, exCeffes,and follies ofa 
wanton Age, and youthful inclinations, Certainly, Friends, you 
muſt needs ſee the folly of this,if you would'give yoar ſelves ſo much 
time,8& do your ſouls fo much right,as to.conſider after this manner, 

1.. That all the time you ſpend in Sin,or out of Gods Service, is 
utterly loſt, or ſpent to.no purpoſe, nothing ofthe great Work done, 
which you came into this World for : which is to glorifie your 
Maker, and make your Eternal Salvation /#re. Now; what folly 
is itto loſe that time, which well improved and employed, may be as 


mych worth to youas Heaven aud endleſs Happinels ? - 2.The . 
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' 2, The longer you defer your 'Repent ance and turning ts God, the 
longer do you pur off true Peace, Joy, & Happineſs from your ſelves. 
Peace, JOY and Happineſs are very deſirable,and you think you have 
more of theſe in the ways of S;z#,than you ever expett to find in Gods 
Service, This is alſo your Folly : for The Service of God « perfe# 
freedom, and his Wayes are pleaſantneſs, and his Paths peace. O what's 
the enjoyment of a v/e and beaftly Luſt,tothe fruition of the Chief 
eſt Good, G O D, bleſſed for ever ! What is carnal Peace and Joy 
with the World, to the Joy and Peace of the Holy Ghoſt, which Joy 
is #»ſpeakable and glorious, and the Peace ſuch as paſleth all. undey- 

andins ? Or, What are the pleaſures of Sin for a moment, to the 
pleaſures at God's Right Hand for evermore ? What the Smiles of the 

World, to the Light of God's Conntenance, the Senle of his Love, bet- 
ter than Life it ſelf ? All which Spiritual Foy, Peace, Happineſs, and 
Pleaſare, you' put off from your ſouls, fo long as you forget your 
Creator, and decline his Service : and (like the prodigal Son) are 
cating Husks, when you might be feeding on the fatted Calf ; and 
are gathering of O:i05, while you might be gathering Heavenly 
Manns; And, Is not this Folly ? 

31 If everyou dointend to ſerve God, or become Religions, 'tis 
great Folly not to begin berimes, becauſethere is no reaſon can be. 
given for doing this hereafter, which is not a reaſon tor doing it now. 
As for inſtance. 

1. Will this be the way to pleaſe God heresfrer ? Lo "tis the 

way to pleaſe Him zow. . 

2. Muſt you peryſb if you do it not hereafter ? So you mult now; 
if you dye in your Sis, without Repentance, And what Af- 
ſurance have you of your /ife for a day longer ? | 

3- Wilkthe aſſurance of Heaven, and the hopea-for Gloyy , be deſira- 
ble and comfortable to thy Soul ray bi ?* SO ut will zow; it 
will put ore Joy into thine heart, than when chy Corn, Wine, 
Oyl, or Riches encreaſe.- So that, whatever may be an Ar- 
gument or Motive to Repentance and Holineſs hereafter, is,and ' 


ought to bean Argumentand Motive to it #ow, Laſtly, 
B 2 4. Cag- 


+4. Conſider-the Motive in. the Text:; The evi! days will come, aud 
the years draw nigh, wherein you ſball ſay, 1 find no pleaſure. Come they! 
will, Sicknes, Death, and Judgment; that is certain,: thele are 
unavoidable = And whether in thy Youth, Manhood, or Old Age, 
15 altogether uncertain. . And you do) but gratiſic your Enemy, by 
putting theſe-evil Days far from;you;' You-harden 'your hearts 
more, and render this Work, if ever it be done, {as done it mult be, 
or you can xever be ſaved) much more bard and difficult.” Satan, 
mo doubt, will tell you, Yowhave time enough, for:you areyowngand 
ſhall not dye yet ; all which he woulddo, it heknew. you ſhould 
dye to morrow, or this j2ht: before thenext morning ;,-tor he is. the 
Father of Lyes, and his Work is: to go about, Like 470aring- Lyon, 
ſeeking whom he may devour; as St. Peter tells you, and bids,you Re- 
if him ſtedfaſt in the Faith : (1 Pet..'5.:8, 9. Thatis; by believing 
e written Word of God, which adviſeth, you; That; whatever \your, 
hand finds to do; to do it with all your might, for there is no Wiſdamnor 
Kypowledee, nor Working in the Grave, whither weare all a-poing ; 
(Eccleſ. 9. 10.) For Man knoweth not his time, as the Fiſhes taken in 
an evil Net, and as Birds that are catight in the ſnare : ſo are the Sons of 
Men {naved in an evil time when it falleth ſuddenly upon them (Ec,9.12.) 
Therefore let me intreat you, (and, O that I-might - prevail with 
{ome ofthe Youth, who hear me this Evening) to take the Wile- 
man's counſel, to be wiſe for your Souls betimes, to Remember 'now 
your Creator, before the Evil days come;; wherein the Silver Cord ſhall 
be looſed, the golden Bowl broken, the Keepers of the Houtetrem- 
ble, the ſtrong men how themſelyes, the Almond-Tree flouriſh,and 
thoſe that look outat the Windows be darkned. O' before theſe 
evil days come, wherein you ſhall find no pleaſure, Remember your 
Creator: By doing thoſe things, by. walking in thoſe wajes 'which 
fhatl prevent much ſin and ſorrow to your Faves romote. the glory 
of God, and peace of your own ſouls here,: and lecure to'them a 

Bleſled and happy Eternity hereafter. | 
| Io nhich .Eternal Felicity God of Hs mercy in His due time bring.us All, 
through rhe merits of Jeſus Chriſt : To nwhom, . with the Father, and 

Holy Spirit, be praiſe, honour, and glory,World witho:t end; Amen. 
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